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Physical Description 
New Friendship Baptist Church is located at the northwest corner of Villa Rica Road and 
Friendship Church Road in unincorporated Cobb County, Georgia.  The church is a great example 
of rural African-American church architecture and construction found in Cobb County.  The front 
façade of the church faces south, the left façade faces west, the rear façade faces north and the 
right façade faces east. The church, built c. 1890, has been identified in several Cobb County 
historic resource surveys.  In the 2007 Historic Resources Survey, the church building is described 
as a “frame, front gable rural church with boxed eaves and a square tower with pyramidal shaped 
roof and diamond shaped wood vents.  Original featured separate gable stoops over side doors 
and shed roof over central main entrance”. 
 
The original building is Folk Victorian in style and is one-story.   The approximately 1,600 sq. ft. 
rectangular shaped building has a gabled-front entrance with large double front doors.  A simple 
cornice runs along the roofline of the front façade.  A square steeple with a pyramidal shaped 
roof with vents rises out of the front gable.  The gabled roof consists of asphalt shingles, the 
siding is clapboard and the building sits on brick piers that have been infilled with concrete blocks.  
The front façade has two windows on either side of the front doors.  The east façade has four 
consecutive windows, followed by a door that provides access into a rear addition.  One window 
on the west façade of the original church is visible. 
 
In the early 1960’s, the original windows were replaced with metal awning windows.  Additions 
were added to the church at this time.  Symmetrical gabled rooms and a vestibule were added 
to the front entrance of the church.  Improvements were also made on the interior during these 
renovations.  Later during the 1960’s, an approximately 900 sq. ft. addition was made to the rear 
with a shed porch, which was later enclosed.  This rear addition has one window on the east 
façade, four windows on the north façade and one on the west façade.  
 
An approximately 1,350 sq. ft. rectangular shaped fellowship hall was added in 1975.  This 
addition extends from the west façade of the original church building.  The fellowship hall has 
three windows and one door on the front façade, two windows on the west façade and two 
windows flanked by two doors on the north façade.  Stairs on the west and north facades lead 
up to the doors.  The fellowship hall has a gabled roof.  A wheelchair ramp was added in 1990 
along the front of the fellowship hall. 
 
All the additions have wood siding, but in the shiplap style, which differs in appearance to the 
siding on the original part of the church.  The additions all have asphalt shingle roofs and 2-over-



2 metal windows, with the exception of two 6-over-6 windows on the north façade of the rear 
addition. 
 
The church sits on 2.385 acres and the building is situated in the southeast corner of the property.  
When the church was constructed, it was in a rural area of west Cobb County.  Today, the area 
has become more suburban as development has occurred in the area.  It sits approximately 65 
feet north of Villa Rica Road and west of Friendship Church Road.  The land slopes down from 
Villa Rica Road to the northern property line.  Parking spaces are located in two asphalt paved 
lots positioned parallel to Villa Rica Road.  A cemetery is located immediately behind the church 
and contains numerous burials.  Two small modern storage buildings are located at the rear of 
the property, along the tree line. A chain link fence and metal carport are located on the east side 
of the church.  There is no formal landscaping and there is minimal vegetation.  There is a mature 
tree located next to the east façade of the church.  A mature tree line runs along the rear property 
line and provides a buffer between the church and the residential properties located behind the 
church.   
 
Historic Significance 
New Friendship Baptist Church was founded in 1881 by Reverend Alexander Penn.  It is one of 
the oldest African-American churches in Cobb County.  James T. Echols sold the property to the 
Trustees of New Friendship Baptist Church for $25.00 on May 8, 1891.  The deed states the 
property was sold for church and school purposes. 
 
The New Friendship Elementary School, built c. 1881, educated children from the first through 
seventh grades and was located on the property.  The building is no longer extant and it is 
unknown when the school closed and was demolished.  A 1910 survey indicates the existence of 
the school and locates it near the western property line, due west of the church.   
 
The congregation grew over the years and saw a succession of pastors and leadership.  Reverend 
James A. Alford served as pastor from 1963 to 1967.  Reverend Marvin L Brown, Sr., succeeded 
Rev. Alford and served until his retirement in 1993.  These two pastors oversaw the majority of 
the renovations to the historic church. 
 
Reverend A. L. Zollicoffer began serving as pastor in September 1994.  Under Rev. Zollicoffer, the 
church began to outgrow the building.  By 2007, the congregation purchased a larger building, 
located just east of the historic church, to accommodate the growing congregation.  The historic 
New Friendship Baptist Church is not regularly used by the congregation, but remains an integral 
part of their history.   
 
New Friendship Baptist Church, being one of the oldest African-American churches in Cobb 
County, is an excellent example of a religious institution and their historic use as spiritual, 
educational and social centers in the African-American community. 
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Photograph Descriptions 

 

 1. Church – South Façade 

 2. Church – East Façade 

 3. Church and Addition – East and North Facades 

 4. Rear Addition – North Façade 

 5. Rear Addition – North and West Facades 

 6. Church and Addition – West Façade 

 7. Fellowship Hall – North Façade 

 8. Fellowship Hall – West Façade 

 9. Fellowship Hall – West and South Facades 

 10 Fellowship Hall – South Façade 

 11. Cemetery – Facing Northwest 

 12. Cemetery – Facing – Northeast 

 13. Baptismal Font and Storage Buildings – Facing North 

 14.  Church and Parking Lot – Facing East 

 15. Parking Lot – Facing Southwest 

 16. Open Space – Facing West 
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